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Introduction
Small states have been ignored in the literature of the welfare regime, though it is likely that they are
confronted with specific issues or problems when dealing with social security. Of course, small
jurisdictions are very diverse: they can be rich or poor, reflect different legal traditions, and may have
many other differences. We will focus on questions that can bring them together, which are explicitly
linked to the small nature of the jurisdictions, such as scale disadvantages, limited human resources
and infrastructure, the importance of immigration and/or emigration and the difficulties to conclude
balanced social security coordination agreements with major emigration and/or immigration countries
… . Can we identify problems unique to social security in small jurisdictions as well as ways of dealing
with these problems?
With this conference, the European Institute of Social Security and the Institute for Social Law of KU
Leuven’s Faculty of Law and Criminology have the ambition to highlight the challenges small
jurisdictions face in their social security systems.
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